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Services put together* They say they cannot help
doing so, because, in a ship, they are never divorced
from their work* That may be so, but why should
they carry it ashore and allow it to colour their
club, or bar-side, conversation ?
From the middle of the afternoon until dusk
every man in Malta who is not prevented by duty
turns his attention to some form of sport. The
Malta Sports Club is the favourite meeting-place,
and a thoroughly efficient and excellently run club it
is* Here are many hard tennis-courts and squash-
courts, a polo ground, a golf course, as well as
football and cricket grounds, the whole being set
in one of the most charming gardens on the island.
Besides this club there is the bathing, of which I
have spoken elsewhere, good sailing, and a little
riding on the racecourse*
After the games are over the men either drift
off to cocktail-parties or into one of the two clubs ;
after which they dine, or return to their ships or
messes, and so eventually to bed* Such, in very broad
outline, is the life we led in Malta, and its counterpart
can be found in a hundred other stations abroad*
It is a trite saying that "the tropics or semi-
tropics bring out the worst in us", and Malta
is not an exception* I have spoken of the trouble
that the Service wife can, and does, make by the
spoken word, but what about the Service officer ?